Cumbria Association of Local Councils

ALLERDALE/COPELAND DISTRICTS 

Note of a joint meeting of the executives of the Allerdale and Copeland districts
26th July 2010
Parton Village Hall 

 PRESENT:-

Victor de Quincey (Bothel and Threapland PC)

Geoff Smith (Crosscanonby PC)

David Polhill (Gosforth PC/Ponsonby PC))

Ranald Stewart (Ponsonby PC)

Mike McKinley (Gosforth PC)

Keith Hitchen (Drigg and Carleton PC)

Adrian Dalton (Drigg and Carleton PC)


Guy Richardson (Calc Chief Officer)

Chris Shaw (Liaison Officer Allerdale and Copeland)

APOLOGIES:-

Alan Smith (Cockermouth TC)

Brian Crawford (Millom TC)

Susan Brown (Haile and Wilton PC)

Anne Woodcock (Greysouthen PC)

Muir Lachlan (Ennerdale and Kinniside PC)

1 Note of last Meeting. The note of the meeting held on the 14th June 2010 had been circulated and was agreed. It was agreed that the note of all previous and future meetings should be posted on the Calc website.
2 Updates

i) At the last meeting it was stated the BGS study was to be published at the start of September 2010. It had now been agreed that the partnership meeting to be held on the 29th September 2010 would formally release the document.

ii) The note of the last meeting at 2(iv) referred to the NDA site assessment consultation document being published in July 2010. The NDA document published on that date was their “Steps towards Implementation” report and accompanying DVD. The site assessment consultation would not be published until early 2011
iii) Lead officers from the three principal authorities and Calc met on the 17th June 2010 and are due to meet again on the 6th August 2010. It was noted that the county council were anxious that the matter be settled before their cabinet met on the 16th September 2010.
3. Calc E Bulletin. The meeting discussed a draft which had been circulated. It was agreed to simplify the third paragraph by deleting a point which would not come into play until later in the process should a decision to participate be taken. Clarification was sought concerning the “Who pays....” paragraph. It was agreed that the paragraph need not be altered in any way. Chris said that there had been discussions at the steering group about the budget and how the principal authorities should account for their time. However no questions had been raised about the Calc budget submission and the accountable body had made payments to Calc in line with their claims. It was agreed that parishes should be asked to respond by the 17th September 2010. It was acknowledged that this bulletin would need to be followed up once a BGS map was published.

4. Public and Stakeholder Engagement in Round 2. Chris said that the round 2 engagement would be very wide ranging and the PSE group on the partnership were particularly keen that all parish councils were aware of the issues. He said that:

i) the website was to be rebuilt to provide more information. 
ii) Community days were to be held in six locations in West Cumbria starting in October. These would in place of visits to Neighbourhood Forums However the Chairman of the Gosforth and Ennerdale Forum at present was still asking for a presentation
iii) The county council paper “Your Cumbria” was to splash this issue.
iv) A newsletter rather than a leaflet was to be sent by Royal Mail to each household in West Cumbria It was noted that the timing might be unfortunate if it was circulate only days before the BGS map was available. 
v) A discussion pack for small groups was to be circulated. It would comprise a DVD and papers. The pack has been produced to enable small groups of people to have short conversations about some key issues. The pack is still in draft form but topics considered for inclusion are: Involving communities around potential sites. Impacts and community benefits. How public and stakeholder views will inform our recommendations. 
vi) A second resident’s panel day was to be held. 
vii) A second stakeholder organisations workshop was to be held. A provisional date of the 4th November 2010 had been agreed. 
viii) A third awareness tracking survey to be undertaken by IPOS MORI was planned for November/December.
Guy said that he and Chris were meeting Rhuari Bennett the programme manager shortly to discuss how engagement with parishes would be arranged. He said he would make clear that Calc had to be given the freedom to consult with their member parishes in the manner they thought most appropriate.
5. Corwm. David gave the background to the letter to the Calc partnership members to which Guy had replied on the 23rd July 2010. He said that looking at the draft NDA site selection paper had raised real concerns that the NDA were moving right away from the white paper and the concept of voluntarism and partnership working. They were particularly concerned that no mention was made of the Host Community. It was felt that Corwm should be invited to comment. He said that on first reading their response they did not believe they had addressed the issue but subsequent consideration had given them more faith that Corwm were aware of the problems. He said additionally a Corwm member speaking in a private capacity at a Nuclear Institute lecture had given them further grounds for belief that the principal authorities were seeking to act in a way that was contrary to the aims of the white paper by seeking to assume the role of host community as well as the decision making body. He said that the concept outlined by the speaker at the lecture was in line with the Gosforth parish council view and they were afraid that did not accord with how they saw the partnership moving forward which seemed to suggest that decision making bodies would be able to identify sites. Guy said that it had to be accepted that the NDA paper was a draft and not a document that they were consulting upon He said   the Calc partnership members were vigilant and aware that they had to ensure that the stages of the process were followed in a correct order. This required that before a decision on whether to participate was taken all potential host communities within the participating area had to be given the opportunity to say whether or not their community should participate in Stage 4. The question of community benefits was raised and Ranald said that before any potential host community could properly take that decision they would want to know what the quid quo pro was going to be. Guy said that he was well aware of that issue and the community benefits subgroup had that matter in mind. 
6. Calc Meeting with Steering Group. Guy said that this had been arranged for the afternoon of the 6th August and the meeting confirmed the view previously expressed that only partnership members should attend. It was agreed that Calc should seek the views of other partnership members on the issues they had raised.

7 Other Issues It was noted that Judith Cooke a parish councillor from the Eden area was to attend partnership meetings as a member of the Lake District National Park Authority   
It was agreed to meet again on the 4th October 2010 at 10.00am at Parton Village Hall.
JCS July 2010.

