









Agenda item no 2

CUMBRIA ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held on Saturday 10 July 2010 at 10am at Newton Rigg Campus, Penrith.

PRESENT:

Ronnie Auld

Winston Collinge

Jill Hay 

Keith Hitchen

Jocelyn Holland (in the Chair)

Leslie Johnson

Keith Morgan

David Polhill

Victor de Quincey

Brian Wilson

Geoff Wilson

In attendance: Guy Richardson (Chief Officer) 

1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Pauline Dalton and David Johnson. The Chief Officer reported that a resignation had been received from Carol Hayton and that Tony Rothwell (Chairman of the South Lakeland Association) had lost his seat on Kendal Town Council. It was agreed that a letter of appreciation be sent to Tony Rothwell. 
2. MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 17 April 2010 were agreed as a correct record.

3. MATTERS ARISING
Minute 7. NALC Business Plan. The Chairman reported that views had been submitted to NALC.

Minute 9. Proposed meeting with County Council. The Chief Officer reported that arrangements were in hand. Members considered items that required discussion with the County Council, notably the localism agenda, budget cuts and the opportunities to increase parish councils’ capacity. 
4. CALC TRAINING PROGRAMME
The committee considered a report on the training programme over the past year and ideas for the future. A wide ranging discussion ensued and agreed that the following matters should be investigated and implemented, as appropriate: a training needs analysis for parish councils; obtaining councils’ co-operation in identifying new councillors and targeting them for training; explore the possibility of introducing on-line training via the CALC website; offer to deliver Code of Conduct training on behalf of District Councils for a fee and discuss with Principal Authorities the scope for parish councils to attend their training events, particularly those that deal with the operation of the Principal Authority.
5. PARISH CHARTERS REVIEW
Members considered a report on a planned survey of the effectiveness of the current Parish Charters and their review starting in late 2010. Members received the report.
6. COUNCILS’ ACCESS TO INTERNET

Members discussed the difficulties many councils have in downloading documents from the Internet and in getting all councillors to use email and the Internet. It was recognised that discussions are required with other public authorities about document size, use of text only versions and sending links rather than actual documents. It was noted that a conference on Broadband issues in Cumbria is being arranged by Rory Stewart, MP for Penrith and the Border. It was agreed that a further paper on this issue be brought to the next meeting.
7. MRWS PROGRESS REPORT

Members considered a report on CALC’s participation in the West Cumbria “Managing Radioactive Waste Safely” Partnership. Members noted the conclusions of the first round of public engagement, and CALC’s participation in various working groups. The report was received.
8. BUDGET MONITORING

The Committee noted the Treasurer’s monitoring report on the CALC accounts to 30 June 2010.

9. “BETTER HIGHWAYS”
The Chairman gave a verbal report on a recent presentation to the Eden Association by the County Council’s Director of Environment on “Better Highways”. The County Council has undertaken a comprehensive review of the highways maintenance service and conducted some pilots of new arrangements in Eden District. The intention is to provide a more responsive service where repairs are ‘right first time’. Members generally welcomed the new approach, but queried whether all the necessary resources would be available to roll out countywide. It was agreed that copies of the Director’s presentation be circulated.
10. REPORTS FROM DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS

The Committee received the written reports from the District Associations. These prompted a general discussion on progress with locality working, revised LSP working arrangements and the opportunities for devolution.
11. REPORTS FROM CALC REPRESENTATIVES

The Committee received the written reports from the Association’s representatives. The Chairman reported on business at the Cumbria Leaders Board, particularly the proposed abolition of the NW Development Agency, need for a ‘Single Voice’ for the North West, affordable housing, cap on council tax rises and the new Government’s ‘Big Society’ agenda. The Chairman also reported with respect to rural housing that the Choice Based Letting approach was not yet been universally accepted across the county – the issue of local connection is still being discussed. Reference was made to the recent ACT report on facts about rural Cumbria and it was agreed that it should be circulated to members of the committee and placed on the CALC website.
13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

(a) The Chairman reported that she was seeking a meeting with Rory Stewart MP, Chairman of the All Party Parliamentary Group on Local Democracy.
(b) Community Renewable Energy Schemes. It was suggested that the County Council should be encouraged to take the lead on this.

(c) Ronnie Auld volunteered to give some assistance in training for parish councils wishing to set up community websites
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