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DECISION ABOUT FUTURE PARTICIPATION IN MRWS GETS CLOSER

Decision to Participate (or not). It is now expected that the very important ‘Decision to Participate’ stage in the MRWS process (when a decision will be taken about whether or not West Cumbria should proceed into the next stage of seeking a site for a Geological Disposal Facility - GDF) will be in early 2012. This will be preceded by the publication of the draft Final Report of the West Cumbria MRWS Partnership and another round of public consultation. The timetable (subject to change) is currently as follows:

· June – August – the Partnership considers over a number of meetings reports prepared by officers on the following topics which have been studied by the Partnership over the last two years: geology, nuclear regulation and approval processes, planning approval process, radioactive waste inventory, design of surface and underground facilities, socio-economic and environmental impacts, community benefits, the process for seeking a suitable site if a Decision to Participate is taken, criteria for judging whether there is community support for continuing to participate in the MRWS process. These officer reports will be on the Partnership’s website.

· End of August – the Partnership agrees the Draft Consultation version of its Final Report

· Around the end of September – the start of public consultation (PSE 3) on the Draft Consultation report. This will include a continuation of previous public engagement  activities and another IPSOS/MORI public opinion survey. This time the question will ask whether respondents living in Allerdale would support participation in a process to look for a site for a GDF in Allerdale. And the same question for respondents living in Copeland with respect to a site in Copeland.
· November – End of PSE 3. Partnership reviews results of the consultation and revises its Report as appropriate. 

· December – Partnership’s Final Report published, distributed to general public and sent to Principal Authorities.

· Early 2012. Decision on whether or not West Cumbria should participate in the next stage of the MRWS process – Stage 4, initial steps in searching for a site.

Clarification of CALC position on MRWS

In September 2009 CALC agreed with its member councils a Position Statement that sets out the basis of CALC’s representative role on the MRWS Partnership. (This can be read on the CALC website www.calc.org.uk/calc/policies.asp  Reflecting the spectrum of views across parish councils, CALC’s stance is strictly neutral, seeking to get all the issues considered objectively and the particular interests and concerns of parish councils taken fully into account. We are particularly concerned to ensure that in the event of West Cumbria taking a Decision to Participate in the next stage of the MRWS process in early 2012, all parish councils and their communities will have complete freedom to decide whether or not they wish to engage in the process. CALC will give full support to member councils that choose to participate and those that decide not to participate. As indicated in the Position Statement, if a Decision to Participate is taken, the parish councils continuing to be involved in the MRWS process will choose their representatives and will not be represented directly by CALC.
CALC Briefings and Conference. Prior to the launch of the consultation on the Partnership’s draft Final Report, CALC will be arranging a number of Briefing Meetings so that councils are prepared for the forthcoming report and consultation. Then during the consultation period itself CALC will be arranging a conference in West Cumbria for all Cumbria’s parish councils to discuss the Partnership’s draft report. The date for these briefings and conference will be fixed when the precise publication date for the Partnership’s report is firmer.

PSE 2 Report Available. The report on the results of the second round of Public and Stakeholder Engagement (PSE 2) are now available on the Partnership’s website, Document 157.

Surface/Underground Facilities. The Nuclear Decommissioning Authority, at the request of the MRWS Partnership, has provided further information about the possible distance between the surface and underground facilities of a Geological Disposal Facility. (Document 169 on the Partnership’s website). The NDA now say that the actual underground repository could be 10km or more away from the surface facilities with a drift access. This means that communities that were identified in the British Geological Survey study as being in ‘clearly unsuitable’ areas for the underground repository could in fact find themselves ‘in the frame’ for the surface facilities. This underlines the need for all parishes in West Cumbria to continue to keep an eye on how the MRWS process is proceeding.

CALC Joint Executive Committee. The Executive Committees of CALC’s Copeland and Allerdale Associations continue to meet periodically to discuss MRWS matters and give guidance to CALC representatives on the Partnership. Regular reports are given at meetings of the two Associations and to the CALC (County) Executive Committee. Notes of the meetings of the Joint Executive are on the CALC website. 
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