“MANAGING RADIOACTIVE WASTE SAFELY”

CALC POSITION STATEMENT 
Background
In June 2008 the Government published a White Paper “Managing Radioactive  

Waste Safely – A Framework for Implementing Geological Disposal” (commonly 
referred to as ‘MRWS’). The White Paper sets out the Government’s approach for 
managing higher activity radioactive waste in the long term through geological 
disposal. It proposes a ‘voluntarism’ approach and invites communities to express 
an interest in opening up discussions with Government on the possibility of 
having a geological disposal facility in its area at some time in the future.

The full White Paper can be found at:

www.defra.gov.uk/environment/radioactivity/mrws/pdf/white-paper-final/pdf
Cumbria County Council, Allerdale Borough Council and Copeland Borough 
Council have all submitted without commitment Expressions of Interest to 
Government which cover the whole of Allerdale and Copeland Districts.

A West Cumbria MRWS Partnership has been established. The role of the 
Partnership is to assist participants in gaining an understanding of all the issues 
associated with geological disposal, provide information and promote discussion 
within communities and, in due course, to advise the Decision Making Bodies on 
whether to take the formal Decision to Participate in the MRWS process. CALC 

represents the interests of Town and Parish Councils and Parish Meetings (local 

councils) on the Partnership. Further information about the Partnership can be 
found on its website: www.westcumbriamrws.org.uk
     To assist the Association in representing the interests of local councils on the 
     Partnership, a CALC Position Statement has been adopted following consultation 
     with member councils. The Statement was adopted at meetings of the Allerdale 
     Association of Local Councils, the Copeland Association of Local Councils and 
     the CALC Executive Committee at meetings during September 2009. The Position 
     Statement is subject to review as the MRWS process develops.
POSITION STATEMENT (September 2009)

1. CALC supports, in principle, the ‘voluntarism’ approach within the MRWS White Paper and welcomes the definition and prominence given to the ‘host community’.

2. CALC sees the parish council as the tier of local government which most closely coincides with the geography and interests of a ‘host community’.

3. At this early stage CALC has no preconceived view about the merits or demerits of siting a Geological Disposal Facility (GDF) in West Cumbria.

4. Parish councils should be central participants in the MRWS process rather than purely consultees.

5. CALC will seek to test and challenge the work being undertaken in the MRWS process in a constructive manner. In view of the level of resources that this will require, CALC will seek financial support from the Engagement Package. 

6. CALC considers that the community Benefits Package should be described in as much detail as possible at an early stage.

7.  In the interests of probity, consideration of matters concerning the environment and GDF safety should be kept separate from the consideration of community benefits.

8. Any site chosen for a GDF must fully meet all environmental and safety criteria. The criteria should not be compromised by other considerations.

9. In view of the three tiers of elected local government in West Cumbria, CALC will not support a single local authority acting as Decision Making Body. 

10. CALC considers that the three tiers of local government should work collaboratively with a view to making separate but compatible decisions within the MRWS process.

11. CALC will represent the interests of parish councils in West Cumbria in the MRWS process until the point where individual parish councils can represent the interests of potential ‘host communities’

