Agenda item no. 2
CUMBRIA ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes of a meeting of CALC’s Executive Committee held on Saturday 16th April 2011 at 10.00 am at Penrith Leisure Centre.
PRESENT:
Jocelyn Holland (Chairman)
Ronnie Auld

Winston Collinge

Adrian Dalton 
Victor de Quincey
Jill Hay 

Keith Hitchen 
Leslie Johnson
Keith Morgan

Craig Nicholson

David Peters 
David Polhill

Melvyn Redgers
Brian Wilson

Anne Woodcock
In attendance: David Claxton, Chief Officer.
APOLOGIES 

1.
Apologies for absence were received from Leith Hallatsch, David Johnson and Stan Simpson.
MEMBERSHIP OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
2.
The Chairman welcomed David Peters to his first meeting of the Executive Committee following his appointment by the South Lakeland District Association. Following his decision not to stand as a parish councillor in the May 2011 elections, the Chairman thanked Victor de Quincey for his excellent contribution to the work of CALC.

MINUTES
3.
The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 22nd January 2011 were agreed as a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING
4.
Under paragraph 5  - Training  - it was noted that the Assistant Chief Officer would report to the following meeting on the various national and local training initiatives.
THE FUTURE OF CUMBRIA’S LIBRARIES
5.
The Chairman welcomed to the meeting Bruce Bennison from Cumbria County Council who spoke about the County’s proposals regarding the future of the library service in Cumbria. 
6.
Bruce explained that the County Council had recently started a consultation on the future of the County’s library service. Unlike some other areas of the country where libraries had been closed as part of the need to make budget savings, the County Council had decided not to cut back the service in 2011/12 but to consult generally on future service options recognising that the pattern of use of libraries had changed significantly over the past 5 to 10 years. The consultation, which would run until the end of June 2011, put forward a number of ideas for changing the way in which the service was delivered. The County Council wanted to hear the views of as many people as possible on the options, and particularly the views of local councils which had each been sent a copy of the consultation document. 
7.
During the following discussion, the Executive Committee asked that the possibility of closer working between the library service and schools should be examined particularly in smaller rural communities, that the County Council should be ready to listen to ideas put forward by local communities and should support the development of local solutions where appropriate (eg Dalston), and that the impact of technological changes such as electronic books needed to be looked at closely.  
8.
It was agreed that the chief officer would encourage parishes to respond to the consultation and would invite Bruce to attend any district association meetings that would take place before the end of June so that he could explain the proposals to wider parish representatives.
ACCESSIBLE CUMBRIA BROADBAND PROJECT 
9.
Lorrainne Smyth from Cumbria County Council spoke about the County’s proposals for improving broadband services across Cumbria. She explained the background to the “Accessible Cumbria” project which was to be funded in large part by moneys made available through Broadband Delivery UK, a government agency, although it was not yet clear what the total sum available to Cumbria would be. The challenge was to deliver high speed broadband (40Mb) to some 95% of households in Cumbria, starting in September\October 2012, over the following three to five years. Lorrainne said that the County had started the procurement process for what was commonly referred to as the public sector backbone that would provide superfast broadband for public sector bodies in Cumbria as well as schools and from which broadband could be provided to points of presence in local communities.   
10.
Lorrainne added that the County Council wanted to work with CALC and others to make the delivery of superfast broadband a reality in Cumbria, and the County’s website  - 
http://www.cumbria.gov.uk/broadband/default.asp  - set out proposals, for example, for the appointment of hub co-ordinators as well as the criteria for the selection of a number of pilot projects.  

11.
The Executive Committee then considered a report by the Chief Officer on CALC’s involvement in the County’s project to date and an oral report from Ronnie Auld, CALC’s member representative for broadband, on recent discussions with the County Council. It was agreed that CALC should work with the County to help deliver the project along the lines of the bullet points set out in paragraph 4 of the report. To this end it was agreed :  
1) That the chair of each district association should take the initiative in setting up a district broadband board which would include parish members as well as local people with an interest in and knowledge of broadband, particularly rural businesses ;
2) That financial contributions should be sought from external sources for the appointment of a development officer to support CALC’s involvement in the project ;
3) That the Chief Officer would send to Executive Committee members details of the project governance arrangements to be forwarded to CALC by Lorrainne Smyth ;
4) That the Chief Officer would send all CALC members the link to the “Accessible Cumbria” website and would explain CALC’s involvement in the project.  
LOCALISM BILL

12.
The Committee received an update from NALC on the Parliamentary progress of the Localism Bill. The Bill had almost completed its passage though the House of Commons with no substantial policy changes and would shortly proceed to the House of Lords for consideration. If consideration of the Bill kept to the current timetable Royal Assent was expected to be given in November 2011.
RATING LIABILITY OF PUBLIC TOILETS

13.
The Committee considered a request that CALC make representations for a change in the law to exempt public toilets from liability for non domestic rates. 

14.
It was agreed that Bootle Parish Council’s request be supported and the Chief Officer make appropriate representations, in association with NALC if possible. 
BUDGET MONITORING TO MARCH 2011
15.
The budget monitoring statement to the end of March 2011 was received. The Chief Officer reported that he was not expecting any of the principal authorities to reduce their grant aid to CALC in 2011/12.

16.
It was agreed that the Chief Officer would discuss with the Honorary Treasurer the production of a statement for future meetings comparing actual expenditure and income against the budgeted figures. 
REPORTS FROM DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS

17.
The Committee received and noted the written reports from the district associations. 
18.
The District Secretary for South Lakeland had been unwell. In the absence of a written report Leslie Johnson said the Association had met on 3rd March. Parish representatives had heard a presentation on the formation of credit unions and about the steps being taken by a number of parishes to take over responsibility for public toilets from South Lakeland District Council. This could mean that some parish precepts would have to rise modestly in future years. 

19.
It was agreed, on the recommendation of the joint meeting of the Allerdale and Copeland Executives, that CALC should arrange a conference in West Cumbria for all parish councils in the County to discuss the draft report of the MWRS Partnership and provide a foundation for a formal CALC response.
REPORTS FROM CALC REPRESENTATIVES

20.
The Committee received the written reports from the Association’s representatives. Keith Morgan added that he understood the Government would be taking steps soon to address the concerns about cheque payment arrangements for local councils. 
21.
The Chairman said that the Cumbria Leaders Board had discussed the formation of the Local Enterprise Partnership for Cumbria as well as affordable housing and the pay of teaching assistants.  
22.
It was agreed that if the timescales did not allow for the draft reports to be considered at a formally constituted meeting of this Committee, the Chief Officer should make arrangements for committee members to have the opportunity to inform CALC’s response to the NALC reports on democratic process and structures and organisational structures. 
DATES OF MEETINGS IN 2011
23.
It was noted that the next meeting would take place on Saturday 23rd July.

24.
It was agreed that the September 2011 meeting would be moved from the 24th to the 17th. 
25.
It was also agreed that meetings should continue to be held for the time being at the Penrith Leisure Centre. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
26.
The question of changes to Radio Cumbria’s services was raised and it was agreed that the Chief Officer would write to the Director General of the BBC on similar lines to the letter sent by the County Council’s Leader. 
27.
It was noted that one of the statutory duties on local councils the Government was minded to remove related to the provision of allotments.
Chairman
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