CUMBRIA ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Minutes of a meeting of CALC’s Executive Committee held on Saturday 25th September 2010 at 10.00am at Penrith Leisure Centre. 
PRESENT:

Ronnie Auld

Winston Collinge

Leith Hallatsch

Jill Hay 

Jocelyn Holland (in the Chair)

Keith Morgan

David Polhill

Stan Simpson

Victor de Quincey

Brian Wilson

In attendance: David Claxton, Chief Officer, and Chris Bagshaw, Assistant Chief Officer
APOLOGIES 

1.
Apologies for absence were received from Pauline Dalton, Keith Hitchen, David Johnson, Leslie Johnson. Melvin Redgers and Geoff Wilson. 

MEMBERSHIP
2.
The Chairman reported that Pauline Dalton had tendered her resignation as a member of the Executive Committee for family reasons. The Chief Officer had written to Pauline to thank her for her work and the Chairman would send a personal note on behalf of the Committee.

3.
The Chairman welcomed Leith Hallatsch to his first meeting of the Committee as a representative of the South Lakeland Association.
MINUTES
4.
The minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 10 July 2010 were agreed as a correct record.

MATTERS ARISING
5.
Under minute 4 – CALC Training Programme – it was agreed that the Assistant Chief Officer would undertake a training needs analysis following the publication of the Localism Bill which was expected to set out new powers and responsibilities for local councils.

6.
It was noted that the Government had announced its intention not only to scrap the Standards Board for England but also to remove the statutory requirements for all elected members to abide by a code of conduct and for principal authorities to establish standards committees. Some details had been given as to what would be put in place of the current regime but the overall position was not yet clear. Members generally felt that most local councils would welcome the Government’s proposals.
COMMUNITY RIGHT TO BUILD
7.
The Committee considered a report on the Government’s proposals concerning a community right to build. While much of the detail was still to be published the intention behind the Government’s proposals was that where local people came forward with development proposals these should be allowed to proceed without a specific application for planning permission where it could be demonstrated through a referendum that the proposals had overwhelming public support. 

8.
The Committee supported the line taken to date  by NALC in giving a cautious welcome to the proposals. It was not known at this stage to what extent the Government supported the principles put forward by NALC to guide the further development of the policy. 
9.
It was agreed that the Chief Officer would find out from NALC what was the Government’s present policy position and what CALC could most effectively do to support NALC’s approach and draft a letter to the Minister for the Committee’s approval

NALC  - REVENUE SUPPORT GRANT TOP SLICING 
10.
The Committee considered a report inviting members to support NALC’s position that part of the “top sliced” Government funding for improvement and development in local government should be allocated to local councils, especially in the light of the Government’s developing localism agenda and the opportunities expected in the new Localism Bill for town and parish councils to take on greater powers and responsibilities. 

11. Following discussion it was agreed that :

(1) the Chief Officer would draft a letter to the Minister supporting NALC’s position ;

(2) the Assistant Chief Officer would discuss with the Chairman the perceived obstacles in the way of local councils joining training events organised by principal councils with a view to then raising the matter at the Cumbria Leaders Board ;
(3) the Chief Officer would raise with NALC the opportunities provided by possible additional funding to develop national training programmes possibly using on-line resources which county associations would be unable to fund on their own. 
MEETINGS WITH COUNTY COUNCIL AND DISTRICT COUNCILS

12.
It was noted that the Chairman, the District Association Chairman and the Chief Officer had met separately the Chief Executives and Leaders of Eden District Council and Carlisle City Council. Dates were fixed for meetings with Allerdale Borough Council and the County Council, and arrangements were being made for meetings with Copeland and South Lakeland Councils. 
13.
The meetings held to date had been useful in discussing matters of mutual interest and concern and in helping to increase understanding of the work of local councils. 

BIG SOCIETY BRIEFING  - SATURDAY 9th OCTOBER 2010

14.
The Chairman outlined the arrangements for the Big Society Briefing for local councils on 9th October at which Rory Stewart, MP, would be the guest speaker. The final programme had been sent to local councils and the number of people attending was expected to be close to 100.

SINGLE COMMUNITY STRATEGY FOR CUMBRIA
15.
It was noted that the Cumbria Leaders Board had decided to halt work on the development of a new Single Community Strategy for Cumbria until the financial situation and the Government’s intentions with regard to a strategic planning framework were clearer. 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2010

16.
Members noted that the AGM would be held on 6th November and that John Findlay, OBE, Chief Executive of NALC, had agreed to be the guest speaker. 

17. It was agreed to recommend to the AGM that :

(1) the current President, Vice-Presidents and Treasurer continue to be the Association’s Honorary Officers ;


(2) affliation fees be increased by 1.9% for 2011/12.

GOVERNMENT SPENDING REVIEW 2010 – OPPORTUNITIES FOR CALC TO INFLUENCE LOCAL DECISION-MAKING

18.
It was noted in the context of the Government’s announcement in October of the outcome of the 2010 Spending Review that the Chief Officer had written to all local councils to encourage them to submit comments to principal authorities on public consultations on strategic\corporate plans and spending proposals so as to influence authorities’ final decisions. 

19.
Since there was the possibility that principal authority proposals could impact on local councils, it was agreed that the Chief Officer would seek NALC advice as to the latest date by which local councils were required by law to notify districts of their precept for the following financial year. 

WEST CUMBRIA MRWS PARTNERSHIP  - JOINT MEETING OF ALLERDALE AND COPELAND EXECUTIVES

20.
Members noted a report by Guy Richardson concerning matters relating to CALC’s involvement in the West Cumbria Managing Radioactive Waste Safety Partnership. The Chief Officer reported that since the report had been prepared the Partnership had postponed its meeting on 29th September, at which the next stage of public consultation had been due to be launched, until the Government had agreed funding for the Partnership’s work in 2010/11.
REPORTS FROM DISTRICT ASSOCIATIONS

21.
The Committee received the written reports from the district associations. It was noted that the Carlisle Association had obtained additional funding of £5k from the NW “Together We Can” programme in support of community led planning and the extension of broadband to rural areas in the Carlisle district. 

REPORTS FROM CALC REPRESENTATIVES

22.
The Committee received the written reports from the Association’s representatives. Members were also advised of the motions that would be considered at NALC’s AGM. 

23.
It was agreed that :

(1) CALC’s representatives at the AGM would support an increase in NALC’s affliliation fee of between 1% and 1.5% ;

(2) CALC’s representatives at the AGM would not support Norfolk ALC’s motion concerning membership of the National Council, and that instead support should be given to a proposal to set up a steering committee to examine NALC’s constitution ; 

(3) the Chairman be authorised to approve the Lake District National Park Partnership Plan on behalf of CALC on the recommendation of the Chairman of the Lake District Parishes Meeting following its meeting on 4th October 2010 ;

(4) CALC should ask for the Joint Scrutiny Committee’s review of waste collection\disposal when completed to be considered by the Cumbria Leaders Board.
PENRITH AND THE BORDER BROADBAND CONFERENCE HELD AT RHEGED ON 18TH SEPTEMBER 2010

24.
The Committee noted a report by Keith Morgan concerning this conference organised by Rory Stewart, MP. It was understood the intention was to set up a steering group to take forward the proposals and ideas discussed at the conference and it was thought that it would be helpful for CALC to be represented on that group. 
25.
Members discussed the desirability of extending to all districts the work carried out in the Eden and Carlisle districts to identify those areas of the county poorly served by broadband. 
26.
It was agreed that the Chief Officer would nominate Ronnie Auld to serve on the steering group and that Ronnie would brief district association chairs on the work carried out in the Carlisle district with a view to the matter being discussed by each district association. 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

27.
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held at 10.00 am on Saturday 15th January 2011.

Chairman
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