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Minutes of the annual meeting of the Allerdale district of the 
 Cumbria Association of Local Councils and three tier meeting 

17th September 2020 
The Meeting was held remotely on the Zoom platform 

 PRESENT:- 
 

Mike Milner (Oughterside and Allerby PC)( Lorton PC) (Loweswater PC)(Buttermere PC)  
Trevor Gear (Allhallows PC    Geoff Davies (Above Derwent PC) 
Joanne Collins (Plumbland PC)   Marian Fitzgerald (ABC) 
Ray McCreadie (Thursby PC)     Don Thoburn (Above Derwent PC) 
Helen Barlow (Thursby PC)    David Wilson (Brigham PC) 
Joy Pemberton –Pigott (Above Derwent PC)  Samantha Bagshaw (Calc) 
Becx Carter (Embleton PC)(Broughton PC)(St John’s Castlerigg and Wythburn) 
(Underskiddaw PC)(Borrowdale PC)   Freda Chapman (Borrowdale PC) 

    
     
Lizzie Shaw (CCC)      
Chris Shaw (Calc Allerdale Liaison Officer)       
    
 
 Welcome and Apologies Chris Shaw said h would chair the Calc AGM and Marion Fitzgerald 
asked that he chair the 3 tier section given that he was the host and held the Zoom controls 
This was agreed. There was an apology from Ian Hinde (Allerdale BC)   
 
1. Minutes of the Allerdale association annual meeting October 2020 meeting The minutes 
had been circulated earlier and were agreed.  
 Matters arising. The liaison officer said that the issue of the Transparency Regulations had 
been covered at the October 2019 meeting and whilst there were very many councils who 
were compliant there remained some problems. He said that only in the last week he had 
looked at a parish council website in Allerdale when the last minutes on the website were 
from June 2019. He also referred to the Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile 
Applications) Accessibility Regulations 2018 which aim to ensure reasonable adjustments to 
websites are made, so they are accessible to people with various disabilities. From 23 
September 2020, all local councils must have an action plan and an accessibility statement 
in place and would have started work to their websites to become more accessible. 
 
2 Liaison Officers Report The report had been circulated earlier. The officer said it had been 
a difficult year with fewer 3 tier meetings than would normally have been the case. He said 
he believed he had covered all the issues in the report that were relevant. 
He said that United Utilities would have given a presentation earlier in the year had that 
been possible covering restoration work and the position with Crummock, Overwater and 
Chapel House where the abstraction licences were being withdrawn. 



It was agreed that the report represented a fair summary of the issues that had arisen in the 
year. 
 
3. Election of Officers and other representatives 
a) Chairman There were no nominations for the position of Chair and the liaison officer said 
he would circulate the councils once more. 
b) Vice Chairman and second representative to the county executive. David Wilson (Brigham 
PC)) was proposed and seconded. There were no other nominations and David Wilson was 
elected for the year 2020/2021 
c) Allerdale Association Executive There were no nominations  
 
4. End of year accounts (AGAR papers)  
The liaison officer said he was required at the end of August to remind 16 councils/meetings 
about the adjusted timescale set by the external auditor for the submission of AGAR 
documents. He said that all but one parish council and one parish meeting had now 
submitted papers or had agreed an extension.  
 
5. Update on holding parish town council meetings. 
The liaison officer referred to the NALC guidance which was the subject of an e-mail dated 
the 14th September 2020 to all local councils. It said that the NALC position remains that 
they recommend that councils continue to meet remotely. MHCLG reissued its 
guidance last week and deals with meetings at section 3d. MHCLG continues to recommend 
that where meetings can take place digitally without the need for face-to-face contact, they 
should continue to do so. He said that whilst some councils were reluctant in the spring to 
use a virtual platform more and more were now seeing the wisdom of these meetings which 
allowed those councillors who were shielding or simply didn’t feel comfortable with face to 
face meetings in community halls to participate. He said that those councillors with limited 
or no computer technology could use a landline to join a meeting and that clerk’s and chairs 
should emphasise this point. 
 
The meeting dealt with further items in the joint meeting with the principal authorities  
 
Joint Meeting  
Chair Chris Shaw (Cumbria Association of Local Councils) 
Minutes of the meeting held on the 19th October 2019. 
These were circulated following the meeting and re-circulated prior to the current meeting. 
There were no matters arising save for the matter at 2 above concerning United Utilities. 
 
6 Footway Lights Marion Fitzgerald (ABC) said that the decision of Electricity North West to 
remove certain footway lights but in part to compensate the district council had started a 
debate within the district council over the question of whether outside bodies including 
parish and town councils should contribute to the costs of public lighting which did not fall 
to the county council as highway authority. She said the previous administration were 
minded to seek to charge in year one the cost of electricity and in year two the cost of 
electricity and maintenance. The present administration took an initial decision to charge 
for electricity only but had now reviewed the matter. A letter would be sent to all local 
councils deferring a decision and that councils would not be required to consider the matter 

https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=01591f4fb8&e=fa7704c0e9
https://nalc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=16886b5d6c31eade2f9a50027&id=01591f4fb8&e=fa7704c0e9


when discussing precepts for the year commencing April 2021. She said that there were a 
number of reasons why this decision had been taken:  

a) The parish council through Calc had made it clear that they considered the decision ill 
thought out.   

b) The Covid 19 pandemic has severely delayed the timescales they were hoping to work to 
and site surveys and site meeting with the Parish’s were unable to take place.  

c) With the real prospect of Local Government re-organisation in the next couple of years, 
they think it would be prudent to wait until the outcome of any new re-organisation was 
known, particularly as all lights may come under one Authority.  
She said that the district council would like to see parishes continue to identify those lights 
that they believed were not required.  
In answer to a question what timescale did ”Deferred” mean she said at least 12 months but 
a good chance it would not happen. She said that all the ENW money had been spent. She 
said that if a footway light fails then the district council would look at the need and would 
continue to move to LED lighting. The chair thanked the speaker for what all councils would 
consider good news. 
7 Covid 19 Epidemic Reflections Lizzy Shaw said that overall the response from local 
organisations especially through the lockdown period had been excellent with voluntary 
response groups undertaking a huge amount of work looking to help residents in their areas 
with many tasks particularly for those who were shielding, the elderly and the vulnerable. 
She said she co-chaired the Allerdale Response group who received reports from local 
groups initially each week and latterly fortnightly at virtual meetings. She said that issues 
were escalated to the county wide group when appropriate and it was thought that the 
system worked really well with only perhaps a small minority falling through the net. Lizzy 
said that it was clear that the mechanism that was put in place will help if further serious 
restrictions become necessary. She said the Allerdale group would continue to assist cluster 
groups when required. Sam Bagshaw (Calc) said when talking to other county officers it 
became clear that the arrangements in Cumbria were miles ahead of some other counties. 
The meeting heard how particular parish councils had worked to help since March with the 
use of Facebook and other methods of communications. Marion Fitzgerald said that she 
considered the working across the three tiers of government together with other 
established third sector organisations and response groups that had been formed worked 
really well.  
8 Local Government reorganisation Lizzy Shaw said the county council cabinet had met on 
the 3rd September 2020 and endorsed a High-Level Proposition and Business Case for Local 
Government Reform in Cumbria. The two documents were set out the case for the creation 
of a single new council to replace the existing Cumbria County Council and six District 
Councils in the county. She said that the county council were now waiting for a response 
from the sponsoring government department. Marion Fitzgerald (ABC) referred to the 
report submitted to the Allerdale BC executive at its meeting on the 2nd September 2020 
which endorsed a recommendation that the council work with one or more of Cumbrian 
authorities to submit proposals alongside a financial case and proposed timetable. She said 
that a project team and member working group would be formed and the issue would be 
under the management and oversight of the chief executive and deputy leader of the 
council. Samantha Bagshaw (Calc) said that the county executive have agreed an interim 
position paper which had been circulated to all local councils. In terms it says that whilst the 
parish sector welcomes a move to a unitary authority or authorities it will not take a 



position over a particular proposal when they emerge. It would welcome a move towards 
devolution of powers to the parish/town council level provided that resources followed.  In 
answer to a question about an elected mayor Marion Fitzgerald said it may be that ministers 
may be in favour. It was noted that the County Council submission did not at this stage 
envision an elected mayor. It was further noted that the county council elections set for 
May 2021 may be postponed for twelve months if any progress was made towards unitary. 
9. Nuclear Waste. Marion Fitzgerald said that the policy of the district council had not 
changed. It would not put forward a request to be considered a host community. It would 
ask to be a member of a working party if an organisation came forward with a proposal 
which included land in Allerdale and would also wish to be involved in any working party or 
community group that was formed in an adjacent district given that they would be close to a 
site or if the waste was moved to another part of the country then it may be transported 
through Allerdale. Geoff Davies (Above Derwent PC) said under the MRWS plan the district 
councils in both Copeland and Allerdale followed by the county council volunteered on 
behalf of the parishes which he considered quite improper. Marion Fitzgerald said that 
could not happen so far as Allerdale B C was concerned because the authority had no 
intention of volunteering and like Copeland B C would oppose any sites within the boundary 
of the Lake District put forward by a third party. 
10 Any Other Business Marion Fitzgerald spoke about An Allerdale Community Lottery. She 
said that working with community groups the authority aimed to raise money for good 
causes within the district council’s area. She said the district council would be writing to all 
parishes in due course. An event to get the scheme off the ground had been arranged with 
28 groups already having accepted an invitation to attend. She said it was planned that 
tickets would cost £1 with £25000.00 the prize for the first draw. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30 pm. No date for the next meeting was fixed but in the present 
circumstances it was likely to be a virtual meeting.    
 
JCS October 2020 
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