
 

 

 
Cumbria Association of Local Councils 
 
Annual General Meeting 2018 
 
Minutes of the 44th Annual General Meeting of the Cumbria Association of Local Councils held on 
Saturday the 10th November 2018 at 10.30 am in Newbiggin Village Hall, Penrith. 
 
Present: 
  

Name Parish/Town Council Name Parish/Town Council 

Samantha Bagshaw Chief Officer CALC Richard Sutton Kendal TC 

Rick Petecki Chairman CALC Allan Daniels Keswick TC 

Bob Mather President CALC Lynda Walker Keswick TC 

William Patterson Vice Chair EDC Jane Tea Kirkoswald PC 

Margaret Irving Alzheimer’s Society Philip Thompson Lakes PC 

Geoff Davies Above Derwent PC Brian Hewitt Lakes PC 

Margaret Throp Above Derwent PC Leslie Johnson Lakes PC 

Lorrainne Smyth ACT Cllr Chris West Lazonby PC 

Holly Ho Alston Moor PC Philip Hancock Morland PC 

Martin Stephenson  Appleby TC David Peters Natland PC 

Ailsa McKenzie Brough PC John Houghton Natland PC 

Pat Jones Brough PC Meg Hancock Newby PM 

Andrew Bedford Brough PC Libby Graham Northern Fells Group  

Sarah Harden Brougham PC Sue Castle-Clarke Ousby PC 

Enid Hastings Casterton PC Viv Tunnadine Penrith TC 

Phillipa Groves  Castle Sowerby PC Roger Burgin Penrith TC 

Nick Ford Cleator Moor TC Rosemarie Lees Waitby & Smardale PC 

Caroline Richardson Culgaith PC Adele Roche Waitby & Smardale PC 

Trevor Allison Cummersdale PC Joan Wright Workington TC 

Ann Byers Dalston PC Peter Bales Workington TC 

Bryan Craig Dalston PC   
 

 

  
In attendance, Sonia Hutchinson (Parish Development Officer)  
 
 
Bob Mather introduced the Executive members on the top table as well as Cllr William Patterson, 
Vice Chairman of Eden District Council and Margaret Irving from the Alzheimer’s Society. He went on 
to explain that there were no ballot papers as it was not going to be necessary to hold a ballot. He 
then went on to thank the exhibitors for attending and asked Cllr. Patterson to say a few words. 
 
Cllr. W. Patterson welcomed everyone and said it was nice to see everyone who had been able to 
come along to Newbiggin Village Hall in Eden District.  
 
 



 

 

 
 
Part 1 
 
Margaret Irving then gave a presentation on her role as part of the Prime Minister’s Task and Finish 
Group looking at the challenges facing rural communities with regards to an ageing population and 
the increase in dementia sufferers.  
 
The key topics covered included: - 
What is Dementia? 
What is a dementia friendly community?  
Why do our towns and villages need to be dementia friendly? 
What people living with dementia have told us (Alzheimer’s Society 2013) including examples 
of problems people face such as visiting shops; 
The Key Message that people can live well with dementia; 
The Benefits of becoming dementia friendly;  
How to become a dementia friendly community; 
What can councils do? 
 
See attached presentation notes for information and question and answer session. 
 
Bob Mather then asked Lorrainne Smyth from ACTion with communities and Philippa Groves from the 
Northern Fells Group if they wanted to say a few words at this point in the proceedings. 
 
Lorrainne Smyth took the opportunity to make parish councils aware that ACTion with communities 
(ACT) is working with the Alzheimers Society and that 30 village halls have held dementia friendly 
sessions. She also wanted to remind parish councils that ACT can help communities think about 
resilience and neighborliness. ACT have a supply of emergency planning leaflets which parish 
councils can ask for to circulate throughout the community. 
 
Rick Petecki added out that parish councils could raise the awareness around dementia and 
emergency planning in their newsletters. 
 
Phillippa Groves pointed out that the Northern Fells Group are also working in partnership with the 
Alzheimers Society to raise awareness in the hotels, pubs and cafes in the area and they will be 
taking this forward into schools in the new year. Phillippa brought along a leaflet rack with leaflets on 
all the activities that they undertake to encourage visitors and tourism in the area.  
  
At the end of the question and answer session Sam Bagshaw thanked Margaret and thought it might 
be a good idea for Margaret to do a session for interested member councils. 
 
Bob Mather also thanked Margaret for her presentation and said how fortunate we had been to have 
someone speak at the AGM who was so knowledgeable at both a local and national level. 
 
Part 2  
1. Apologies  

Apologies received from: 
 

Name Parish/Town Council Name Parish/Town Council 



 

 

Jean Airey CALC Norman Bishop-Rowe Ulverston TC 

Alan Rich Dacre PC Shirley-Anne Wilson Ulverston TC 

Dorothy Routledge Haile and Wilton PC Cllr Elaine Lynch  Wigton TC 

Brian Kennish  Muncaster PC Nigel Todhunter  

Sarah Middleton Nateby PC Whitehaven TC   
 

 
2 .Minutes of the annual general meeting held on 18th November 2017  

Agreed as a correct record and signed by the President. 
 
3. Matters arising  

There were none. 
 
4. Presentation of the Annual Report  

The chairman of the Executive Committee presented the report and asked for a minutes silence in 
respect of Jill Hay a former Executive member who sadly passed away during 2018 and will be 
greatly missed.  
 
The chairman also took the opportunity to thank the Officers at CALC for the great job they do in 
delivering the service, the Executive Committee and Bob Mather, President of the association. He 
also thanked David Huxley for chairing the EALC District meetings until his retirement earlier in the 
year.  
 
Whilst summing up the contents of the annual report the chairman asked the member councils if 
they were happy to support CALC on a number of key issues: -  
 

• The possible move to a unitary authority and the need for CALC to encourage MP’s to still view 

Cumbria as a whole and approach Government with one clear voice; 

• To support CALC in being part of any conversation at national level as it is important that we 

participate rather than sit back; 

• To support CALC in reviewing the service it delivers and if necessary bridging any gap in 

resources between the current service which is very reactive and what may be required to deal 

with national and local issues which impact on parish councils such as the devolution of 

services. 

The member councils present confirmed their support and the annual report was adopted.  
 
5. Presentation of the Statement of Accounts  

In the absence of the Honorary Treasurer, the Chief Officer, Samantha Bagshaw presented the 
audited Statement of Accounts and a separate statement showing, broadly, annual income and 
expenditure. She was pleased to report that CALC had a sound financial footing at the end of 
2017/2018. The income and expenditure sheet shows that at the end of the financial year CALC 
had £130k in reserves this amount will enable CALC to continue to support member councils 
should grants from principal authorities be reduced in the future. Sam added that she was looking 
forward to an improved strategy for CALC on how we can serve the councils better identifying what 
the councils need from CALC. She then thanks ed the member councils for their support. 
 
The statement of accounts was accepted. 

 



 

 

6. Election of Officers  
The following officers were elected for 2019/2020 
President    Mr. B Mather 
Vice Presidents   Mr. S Simpson 
Hon Treasurer  Ms. J Hardy 

 
7. Appointment of Auditors  

The reappointment of Saint and Co as the Association’s auditors was approved. 
 
8. Appointment of Executive Committee 

(1) The president informed the members that at the EALC AGM on the 8th November 2018  
Cllr Sue Castle-Clarke, (Ousby PC) was appointed Chair and Jane Tea, (Kirkoswald) was 
appointed as Vice Chair both were nominated to the CALC Executive committee.   

 
(2) The president went on to explain that as Jane Tea will now be attending CALC Executive as the 

representative for EALC she has withdrawn her nomination for the vacancy on the CALC 
Executive removing the need for a ballot. The nomination for Peter Bales to fill the vacancy is 
therefore unopposed. 

 
The president asked the members to approve the nominations to the Executive from the District 
Associations and also to support the election of Peter Bales to the Executive. 

 
The nominations to the Executive from the District Associations and the election of Peter Bales to 
fill the vacancy on the Executive Committee were approved. 

 
9. To consider changes to the fee structure for membership of CALC (report enclosed) 
 

The following recommendations were approved: 
i. That from 2019/20 the NALC and CALC portions of the subscription fees should be 

itemised separately on the annual fee invoice.  
 

ii. That from 2019/20 the CALC subscription for each parish council shall be calculated in 
proportion to the cube root of its electorate. 
 

iii. That the CALC subscription for parish meetings that raise a precept shall be determined 
by the General Meeting. 

 
iv. That parish meetings which do not raise a precept, shall not be charged any CALC or 

NALC subscription in 2019/20. 
  
10. To determine CALC affiliation fees for 2019/20.  (report enclosed). 
 

The following recommendations were approved: 
 

i. That CALC subscription income shall be increased by 3% for 2019/20. 

ii. That the CALC subscription for parish meetings that raise a precept shall be £33 in 

2019/20, plus 6.99p per elector for the NALC portion of the membership fee. 

 



 

 

11. To discuss any other matters raised by councils. 
 

Keswick Town Council wanted to raise two matters: - 
1) The Lake District National Park Authority (LDNPA) move to electronic planning applications 

the council is of the understanding that money is being donated by the LDNPA for projectors.  

2) The LDNPA is no-longer sending letters to neighbours about planning developments which is 

combined with no requirement to display a notice – neighbours may not know what is 

happening in their area. 

Sam Bagshaw explained that she has met with the LDNPA and in addition to providing funding 
for equipment they have said that they will allow a council to borrow a set of plans for a public 
meeting and then return them. They also said that they do intend to improve their website. With 
regards to writing to neighbours I did ask about this matter but was told that they are no-longer 
going to write to neighbours as they have no statutory obligation to do so, they stated that it is 
very hard to define who is a neighbor and due to the reduction in grant funding they receive they 
are having to make some decreases. 
 
Following a discussion Rick Petecki asked if it would help if CALC write to the LDNPA and ask 
them to outline all of the changes that they have made. It was agreed that this would help. 

 
CONCLUDING REMARKS : Cllr William Patterson, Vice Chairman, Eden DC 
 
Cllr. Patterson commented on how interesting the meeting had been and thanked Margaret Irvingfor 
her presentation and everyone for attending. 
 
 
The chairman closed the meeting and thanked everyone for their attendance.  
 
 
 
Signed______________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Date________________________________________________ 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 1 
Margaret Irving presentation notes  
 
Question and answer session 
 
The Lakes PC – It is an interesting subject and we need to raise awareness we have 80,000 visitors a 
year and services such as retail, catering, hotels and the chamber of commerce should have an 
understanding of what to expect when someone has dementia.  
 
Margaret Irving – Awareness is the key and we need to raise that awareness through dementia 
friendly sessions. I have come here to make you aware that parish councils can hold dementia 
friendly sessions, but if every parish council wanted a session we couldn’t cover them all, but we do 
have a list of Champions for Cumbria who can deliver sessions if you want one.  
 
Rick Petecki - it isn’t only down to the town or village to hold these sessions, businesses, trades the 
LDNPA could all hold sessions. 
 
Margaret – yes 30 businesses in Penrith have already signed up and Kendal has set up a Dementia 
Buddy Scheme. 
 
Kendal PC - the scheme is developing with the police and local bus service involved. 
 
Leith Halitash - I have concerns generally around communication with regards to the number of 
workers within the tourist industry whose first language isn’t English. 
 
Margaret Irving - hotels can hold dementia friendly sessions to enable all workers gain a better 
understanding. 
 
Leith Halitash - this is something that Windermere Town Council will be taking forward. 
 
Margaret Irving - one of my colleagues would be happy to hold a session in Windermere. 
 
Lakes PC - 3/4 years ago there were a number of financed drop in sessions which failed because not 
enough people attended – how do we get over the embarrassment some people feel and encourage 
them to attend sessions.   
 
Margaret Irving - there is still some stigma attached to attending but that things have improved. 
Hopefully the dementia friendly sessions may be able to overcome the stigma but even though they 
are free it can still be difficult to get people to attend. 
 



 

 

Above Derwent PC – If there is someone in the community that gives the impression that they may 
have dementia but are not aware of it is there anything the community can do to encourage them to 
see a specialist? 
 
Margaret Irving - the Alzheimers Society support workers can’t get involved until someone has a 
diagnosis, but they can point them in the right direction. A key player is the GP who can refer them to 
a specialist clinic but getting someone to go to their GP can be difficult. One of the Alzheimers 
Society targets is to increase the diagnosis level for example out of 70 per cent of people with 
dementia only 65% will have a diagnosis. TV campaigns may encourage people to go to their doctor 
but some people just don’t want to go and they can be very clever at hiding the condition. 
 
Above Derwent PC – one of the features is that the individual may have no insight into anything being 
wrong. How common is this? 
 
Margaret Irving – Yes it is quite common there is often a lack of insight especially as the disease 
progresses. 
 
 


