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a joined-up network of 
habitats that allow wildlife and 
people to thrive





State of Nature

• The Total number of 
breeding birds in the 
UK has fallen by 44 
million since 1967

• Over the past ten 
years 1 in 3 species 
have decreased in 
nymbers



The State of Nature
41% of species have declined 
(moderately or strongly) and 
(26% have increased) since 
1970

1,188 species (15%) are 
currently threatened with 
extinction from UK and 2% 
are already extinct. 

A quarter of UK mammals and 
nearly half of the birds 
assessed are at risk



Species declining



Alarming losses of insects

• Three-quarters of flying insects 
in nature reserves across 
Germany have vanished in 25 
years, with serious 
implications for all life on Earth

• Bumblebees’ decline points to 
mass extinction – Feb 2020



Does this really matter?

Loss of Biodiversity  is undermining the natural life-support 
systems that humanity relies on for air, water and food – Our 
Natural Capital

More than half of global GDP – (£32tn) – depends on high-
functioning biodiversity, 

Nature is intrinsically beautiful and important to our health and 
wellbeing

Locally - When fell and moorland habitats are in poor condition

vegetation lacks physical structure resulting in slower rates of

carbon capture, faster rainwater runoff and greater risk of soil loss



Does this really matter?

UK Native Pollinators

• 1 in 3 mouthfuls of food eaten in UK 

pollinated by insects

• Pollinators are worth £691 million per 

year to the UK (13% of UK agricultural 

revenue)

• Scottish Raspberry crop alone worth   

£20 million per year

• 90% of world’s crop species

• £13 billion across EU



The alternative to insects



The State of Cumbria’s Nature



Only 6% of dwarf shrub heaths and 
26% of blanket bogs in favourable 
condition.

Only 320 ha of wildflower-rich 
meadows remain. A general lack of 
wildflowers which in turn affects 
pollinating insects.

Only 4% of SSSI rivers and 42% of 
SSSI lakes in favourable condition.



A Biodiversity Emergency?

There has been no let-up in the net loss of nature in the 
UK. 

The losses mirror global losses - scientists suggest the start

of the sixth mass extinction on Earth

Fifth of countries at risk of ecosystem collapse, analysis

finds



Any Questions so far?

And you’ve seen the worst! Things 
will be more positive from now on!



1. The 25 Environment Plan
• More, Bigger, Better and 

more joined up

• Restore and create 
500,000 ha of wildlife 
habitats

• Nature Recovery 
Networks - deliver 
greater public benefits: 
health pollination, 
carbon capture, water 
quality improvements 
and flood management



2. An Environment Act 2020

Requirements for local authorities and public 
bodies in Cumbria – Local Nature Recovery 
Strategies

3. Climate Change Act and Cumbria’s Plans 
e.g. to achieve Net Zero C emissions by 20__? 
Adaptation?



So What are Nature Recovery 
Networks?

a joined-up network of 
habitats that allow 
wildlife and people to 
thrive



More, bigger, better and joined up

Core Areas

Connectivity 
zones

Opportunity 
Areas (for 
ecological 
restoration The Lawton Report 2010





And What are Local Nature Recovery 
Strategies?

A comprehensive vision of 
the current and future 
potential biodiversity, and 
proposed practical steps that 
different bodies may support 
to help make improvements



Local Nature Recovery Strategies (LNRS)

• A requirement to establish Local Nature Recovery 
Strategies covering the whole of England and highlights 

their role in developing Nature Recovery Networks

• The setting of legally binding, long-term improvement 
targets for air, water, waste and biodiversity, with a 

requirement on the Secretary of State to meet those 
targets



Scope and implications of LNRS

Section 40 of the 'Natural Environment and Rural Communities 
Act 2006' (the NERC Act) will be amended so that all public 
authorities must have regard to any relevant LNRS in the proper 
exercise of their functions

Local authorities are seen as key to the development and 
delivery of LNRS. 

But everyone needs to help make it happen



So what is happening now…

• Cumbria County Council have been asked by Defra to run one of

five national LNRS pilots

• Pilot Project to run until March 2021

• To develop a ‘Nature Map’ and a ‘Statement of Biodiversity

Opportunities’ which will form the basis of a Local Nature

Recovery Strategy

• The Council will be running an ‘information event’ in the near

future to inform partners and stakeholders about the process

• CLNP are leading on identifying and gaining support fro a

Cumbria-wider Nature Recovery Network.



Any More Questions?



The good news!!

• We know that given a helping hand nature can recover.

• There has been and continues to be some great work carried out

by farmers and landowners

• We are managing to hep some species recover and also some

being re-introduced

• Wetlands being recreated (also helping with flood management)

• Woodlands being planted or regenerating (assisting with carbon

capture)

• Hay meadows being restored



Hay Meadow Restoration



Hay Meadow Restoration



Developed by Cumbria Local Nature Partnership, and delivered by 

Cumbria Wildlife Trust (CWT) and partners, ‘Get Cumbria Buzzing!’ 

is an ambitious and innovative £1.6 million 3-year project (2019-

2022) funded by National Lottery Heritage Fund and Highways 

England, and a range of other funders.

Our partners include: 

Together and with your help we aim to help reverse the decline of 

pollinators across north west Cumbria







Nature Recovery - A community effort

• Working with and supporting farmers and landowners

• Getting other landowners to help (Utilities, transport 
providers, business etc.)

• Ensuring the Planning system supports the 
development of the Nature Recovery Network

• Encouraging the public to take action in their gardens, 
allotments, window boxes

• Encouraging schools and young people to engage with 
nature – the future…



• Actions for councils

• Public input

• Volunteering

A community effort



All landowning sectors can help



“Every space in Britain 

must be used to help 

wildlife” Sir David 

Attenborough



Thank you


