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This update provides local and regional representatives and other interested stakeholders with a brief summary on progress for each of the coastal stretches we are working on in Cumbria. If you have colleagues who should be included on the distribution list or you do not wish to receive this update please let me know. 
	Latest News:

In the autumn of 2014, the Government announced the accelerated roll-out of the England Coast Path (ECP) and a commitment for funding to ensure that by 2020 the path and the associated coastal margin will be completed and all rights commenced. Over the past few months, we have been working closely with Cabinet Office and Defra to confirm the arrangements for that accelerated roll-out. With confirmation of the ECP budget for 15/16, delivery of the England Coast Path is now a top priority for Natural England.
Here’s the link to the new national map which was published last week on the gov.uk website showing:
· where we are already working;
· the stretches that are open; and 

· when we are likely to start work on stretches over the next five financial years. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/england-coast-path-improving-public-access-to-the-coast 
NB By the end of March 2015 we will have started work on more than 1000km of the coast and submitted proposals covering 557km to the Secretary of State (SoS) for approval. Some 163km of path will already be open to the public and 4077ha of open access rights will also have been delivered for the first time over wider coastal areas along the way.


	Stretch 1: Allonby to Whitehaven (36 km) - OPEN

	· 11th April 2014  - Formal commencement of coastal access rights
· The approved route has now ‘rolled back’ between Allonby and Maryport. The route was previously aligned on the seaward side of the road, but this section of coast was badly affected by the 2013/14 winter storms. The route has moved to the Hadrian’s Wall cycleway that runs on the landward side of the road. 

· Further work to supplement existing signage between Maryport and Flimby will take place over the next couple of months.
· Natural England responsibility for ongoing management of this stretch of coastal access has now been handed over from the Coastal Access Delivery Team to the National Trails and Open Access Team. 


	Stretch 2: Whitehaven to Silecroft (55 km) – DETERMINE STAGE

	Current Activity
	Next Milestone

	· 10th December 2014: Closing date for submission of representations and objections. We are waiting for the Planning Inspectorate (PINs) to consider the objections and representations that were submitted.  
· PINs have now contacted both Natural England and those who have objected and will shortly seek further information from both parties to help them determine whether the objections should be upheld or dismissed. 

· Further preparatory work carried out with key partners regarding establishment of route – which will take place once the SoS had made their decision.
	· Summer 2015: Decision by Secretary of State on coastal access report


	Stretch 3: Gretna to Allonby (approx. 100km) – DEVELOP STAGE
	

	Current Activity
	Next Milestone

	· Site visits – ongoing:
· Site meetings held with both Skinburness & Calvo Marsh Cttee and Burgh by Sands Marsh Cttee  
· Owners and occupiers of land to north of Silloth at Grune Point

· Meetings planned for visits to route along the river Eden

· Sensitive features assessment meeting planned with relevant nature conservation specialists
	· Late Summer 2015: Complete ‘Walking the Course’ 


E-Mail: Cumbria.coastalaccess@naturalengland.org.uk 

Tel: Danny Moores (01928 788481)


